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MONITORING HATE SPEECH IN THE MEDIA 
 
In Turkey, we frequently witness the use of biased, prejudiced and discriminatory language in the 
media. The provocative, racist and discriminatory language used in the news - in particular in the 
headline and news headings - becomes an instrument that entrenches stereotypes and fuels feelings 
of hostility and discrimination in the society. 
 
Despite the fact that there are universal and national principles of journalism and that some media 
organizations have even issued their own code of ethics, many journalistic end products happen to 
violate these principles. The use of such a language entrenches unrest in the society as well as a 
widespread prejudice against vulnerable groups. Targeted individuals and groups become restless 
and silent and are forced to renounce from their right to participate in social and political life, 
something which is a sine qua non for democracy.  Such provocative and stigmatizing use of language 
can sometimes result in attacks on the members or gathering places of marginalized and antagonized 
groups.  
 
At the core of hate speech lie prejudices, racism, xenophobia, partiality, discrimination, sexism and 
homophobia. Factors such as cultural identities as well as group characteristics have an impact on 
the use of hate speech; yet certain circumstances such as rising nationalism or intolerance towards 
what is different further increases hate speech as well as its impact. 
 
Due to various reasons, Turkey has been witnessing polarization between various segments of the 
society; thus intolerance towards the different, the “other” is becoming more and more widespread. 
Conflicts in the Southeast Anatolia ongoing for about 30 years, the sudden demographic change in 
Turkey caused by forced displacement of people due to the conflict, as well as the economic, social 
and cultural conflicts have all played role in the escalation of tension between communities. On the 
other hand, democratization efforts such as the initiatives in minority rights and liberal economy as 
well as the way the Cyprus Question debate is perceived and portrayed as “plots on Turkey by 
foreign powers” also nurture polarization and enmity. Finally, the ongoing debate about laicism has 
already turned into a common domain of conflict.  
 
Hence, the manifestation of hostile perceptions and attitudes towards different groups and 
individuals, who are known or assumed to be members of such groups, has become an important 
and ever-growing problem in Turkey. Even opinion leaders such as government officials, opposition 
leaders and public servants have no qualms when it comes to using such racist and discriminating 
language. As one may recall, right before the 2005 Conference on Ottoman Armenians during the 
Decline of the Empire: Issues of Scientific Responsibility and Democracy, the Justice Minister of the 
time, Cemil Çiçek, had stated that conference organizers were “stabbing us in the back”' and had 
called for “whatever necessary is to be done”.  
 
Media, often dubbed as the fourth estate, is one of the most effective cultural conductors. 
Therefore, as much as it has the power to highlight diversity and difference, it can also be extremely 
instrumental and guiding in terms of spreading or banalizing a conflict. If the media behaves 
irresponsible or careless, it can very easily trigger, nurture and strengthen racism and hatred 
between people, and worst of all, it can legitimize and justify such attitudes.  
 
For many years, the media in Turkey has been one of the active sources of nationalistic and 
discriminatory discourse. Such a journalism practice substantially contributed to the polarization in 
society. When we look into some of the hate crimes that took place in recent years, it becomes 
easier to understand the impact of the media. Yasin Hayal, who is on trial as the instigator of the 
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Hrant Dink murder, said in his statement that, “He did not know Hrant Dink personally, but had read 
from newspapers that he was an enemy of the Turks." The person who is accused of attacking the 
priest of the Church of St. Sophia in Izmir in December 2007 stated that he did the attack to become 
a hero like Ogün Samast. 
 
One of the main objectives of the Hrant Dink Foundation, which was founded after the murder of 
Hrant Dink for the purpose of carrying on his dreams, ideals and struggle, is to contribute to ending 
the polarization and enmity in society.   
 
 

MONITORING HATE SPEECH IN NATIONAL                                                        
AND LOCAL NEWSPAPERS IN TURKEY 

 
 
Aim and scope of the study 
 
The overarching aim of the study Media Watch on Hate Speech is to contribute to combating racism, 
discrimination and intolerance in Turkey. Taking into account the importance of civilian oversight on 
the media, as one of the instruments for producing and reproducing racism, discrimination and 
alienation, the specific goal of this study is to foster newspapers’ respect for human rights and 
differences, draw attention to the discriminatory language and hate speech used in news articles and 
columns and thereby raise awareness and encourage the print media to stop using hate speech and 
discriminatory language. 
 
In the long run, the study aims to support non-governmental organizations in combating hate 
speech, enhancing media watch skills, and working together systematically to ensure that the media 
is respectful of social and cultural diversity and upholds equity in its language and methods.  
 
Within the framework of the “Media Watch on Hate Speech” -a project carried out by the 
Foundation so as to achieve the abovementioned goals-, the national and local press are 
monitored, news articles and columns that feature discriminatory, alienating and target-making 
discourse are identified, analyzed and brought to public attention through reports and the website 
www.nefretsoylemi.org. The content provided on the project website is also shared through various 
social media, such as Facebook and Twitter. The report is sent to non-governmental organizations, 
media organizations and professional organizations, and also published on nefretsoylemi.org. 
 
Apart from monitoring of newspapers, the project aims at raising sensitivity about hate speech by 
organizing search conferences, seminars and trainings with NGO representatives, jurists, academics, 
professional organizations and journalists.  
 
Throughout the project, with a view to inform people about the concept of “hate speech”, to provide 
opportunities for discussion of possible ways and methods of countering discriminatory and racist 
discourse, and to encourage a more conscious and respectful language towards human rights issues 
and minorities in the media; we hold panel discussions in participation with internationally acclaimed 
academics working in the field, we organize meetings on hate speech in universities whereby project 
findings are discussed based on specific cases. Furthermore, we make efforts so that there are 
lectures on hate speech, there are theses and dissertations that study hate speech and in line with 
these efforts, we are preparing a one-semester syllabus. Moreover, we also plan to publish a book 
that will feature the themes and subjects covered by the syllabus. 
 

http://www.nefretsoylemi.org/
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Methodology 
 
While the main focus has been on hate speech based on ethnicity and religious identity, we have also 
included sexist and homophobic discourse in our media watch project. The media watch project has 
employed the critical discourse analysis method as well as some other associated techniques, which 
are the general method of choice in media studies. In line with the characteristics of the cases 
studied, textual and iconographic (photographs, pictures and other illustrations) analyses were 
carried out. With a view to designate specific indicators for the content and discourse of the news, a 
quantitative scaling has been used in the first place, followed by the exposure of the various 
elements such as where (on which pages) and how the hateful content is covered, which sources 
have produced it and which individuals/groups are targeted. 
 
Afterwards, the news articles and columns containing hate speech elements - previously identified in 
accordance with the purpose and scope specified above - have been categorized in line with the 
characteristics of the discourse being used. In referral to previously conducted international scientific 
studies and in consideration of the country-specific lingual and cultural differences, the following 
hate categories have been identified: 
 
1) Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion: Any discourse that features the elements of negative 
generalization, distortion, exaggeration or negative attribution targeting a community or a person 
based on a specific incident is considered under this category. 
 
2) Blasphemy / Insult / Degradation: Any discourse that contains direct swearing, insult or 
denigration (e.g. use of words such as treacherous, dog, mud-blood etc) falls under this category. 
 
3) Enmity / War Discourse: Any discourse that includes hostile, war-mongering expressions about a 
community is classified under this category. 
 
4) Use of Inherent Identity as an element of Hate or Humiliation / Symbolization: This category has 
been created for discourses that use various aspects of one’s inherent identity as an element of hate, 
humiliation or symbolization. For instance, the negative implications of the phrases such as “your 
mother is Armenian any way.” or “is your surname Davutoğlu or Davutyan?” 
 
Sampling Criteria 
 
Approximately 1000 local newspapers and all national newspapers are watched through a media 
monitoring centre based on pre-determined key words (such as collaborator, Turcophobe, separatist 
etc.). Additionally, a total of 16 newspapers, chosen in line with their circulation, are manually 
monitored as part of the media watch. The manual media watch takes place five days a week, and 
each day there is a reading of four newspapers chosen randomly out of 16 newspapers.  
 
The following newspapers have been manually-monitored: Zaman, Posta, Hürriyet, Sabah, News 
Türk, Milliyet, Vatan, Akşam, Sözcü, Yeni Şafak,  Star, Cumhuriyet,  Taraf, Radikal, Birgün and 
Evrensel.  
Out of all the news items under media watch, the news articles and columns that contain direct and 
explicit hate speech against religious or ethnic groups as well as women or LGBT individuals are 
selected. Elements other than news articles and columns have been left outside the scope of the 
media watch exercise (such as ads, caricatures etc.). The data obtained as a result of a 4-month 
media watch exercise are examined in a periodical report, under two sections. The groups who are 
targeted by hate speech, the reasons why they are targeted as well as the targeting methods 
employed are all explained with examples through cases. 
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FINDINGS 
 
In the period spanning the months of September-October-November-December 2012 of the “Media 
Watch on Hate Speech” research, 97 opinion columns and news articles were identified that targeted 
national, ethnic and religious groups. The last four months of the year was similar to the previous 
periods in terms of the number of hate speech content. 
 
Graph 1  
 

 
 
21 different groups were identified as having been subject to hate speech during this period. While 
about half of these groups were targeted with a single piece of writing, for more than 11 different 
groups, hate speech was identified in more than one piece.  
 
What these 21 different groups have in common provides an idea regarding who becomes the target 
of hate speech. While 8 different groups became the object of hate speech through targeting of 
religious affiliation or lack thereof, belonging to a country exposed 9 different groups to hate speech. 
Discourse usually targeted specifically identifable groups, however, general expressions such as “non 
Muslim”, “non Turkish” and “Westerner” were also observed.  
 
Graph 2 
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In the period from September to December 2012, the majority of the content marked as containing 
hate speech was in the national press, with two additional pieces published in provincial 
supplements. 80 out of the 97 pieces (82%) considered as part of this analysis were published in 14 
various national publications. The remaining 17 (18%) were in 10 local papers and 2 local 
supplements. As in previous periods, opinion pieces were once again the medium where hate speech 
was generated most often. Out of the entire content, 64 were opinion pieces, 28 were news articles 
and 2 were readers’ letters. Additionally, 3 pieces were identified under the “Press Archive” heading.  
 
In this period, the groups that were targeted most often were Jews and Armenians, while the other 
two groups that were targeted as primary or secondary elements were Christians and Greeks. In 
addition to national, ethnic and religious groups, persons and institutions were also subject to hate 
speech. Among those, only content that targeted persons/individuals based on their ethnic and 
religious roots were considered as hate speech. 
 
The Hrant Dink Foundation and its staff, once again became the targets of hate speech through its 
work on hate speech by authors who were exposed, within the scope of the study, as producers of 
hate speech. Arslan Tekin, with 12 articles published in the Yeni Çağ Daily, called the project workers 
as “hate speechers”, and targeted the Hrant Dink Foundation and AGOS with emphasis on ethnic 
identity. These articles were not included in the statistical analyses but were dealt with in the media 
criticism section.  
 
While news stories and columns containing hate speech do not focus on a particular subject, certain 
incidents and topics provided context for it. These include Turkey’s relations with the NATO, her role 
within the “Larger Middle East Project”, the removal of “protecting the Republic of Turkey” from the 
list of the army’s duties, attacks on Gaza and the screening of Innocence of Muslims. Another 
noteworthy aspect of these articles is that the targeted groups were at the same time associated 
with terrorism and the Kurdish issue and portrayed as its source. An example of facts being taken out 
of their context to be used in hate speech production was the “We are all Armenian” slogan, which 
was taken up by protesters after Hrant Dink was murdered. This slogan was brought up after taken 
out of its context and given a negative meaning. 
 
As in previous periods, the ratio of hate speech directly targeting Kurds was relatively low during the 
September-December 2012 period. Having said that, it should be noted that this relatively low ratio 
is the result of rhetoric where hate is cleverly covered, rather than a change in viewpoints. After all, 
one of the foremost reasons for the low ratio has been the differentiation between “good Kurds” and 
“the others.” In the examined content, those who did not disturb their relationship with the system 
and who did not have “extra” demands were branded “ideal citizens,” while also being advised to get 
rid of their leaders that are “collaborators, murderers, etc.” Another aspect of the articles examined 
during this period was the association made between the pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party 
(BDP in its Turkish acronym) and terrorism, either explicitly or by implication, even going as far as 
calling it a “so called party” in some pieces. It should therefore be noted that while hate speech did 
not directly target Kurds, negative prejudice and hate speech towards a party representing Kurds was 
not absent.  
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The distribution of hate speech according to targeted groups is as follows:  
 
Graph 31 
 

 
 

In addition to the above, as in the previous reports, 20 news articles and opinion columns that 
contained hate speech targeting women and LGBT people were not included in the statistical 
analyses but were handled separately in the second part. Unlike previous periods, hate speech 
towards women appeared in just one news article in this period. The remaining 19 pieces either 
directly targeted LGBT people’s sexual orientation and identity or combined these with other 
attributes as a way to build a rhetoric of hate. As always, trans people were identified as 
“transvestites” without any differentiation between the two, while also described in a context of 
being “disruptive to peace,” “threatening to families,” and “related to crime.”  
 
Distribution of Content According to Genre, Newspaper and Categories:  
 
National newspapers that featured hate speech most frequently were Yeni Akit (%30.9), Milli Gazete 
(%17.5), Yeni Mesaj (%12.3), Yeniçağ (%4.1), Star (%3.09) and Anayurt (%3.09). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 Since more than one group may be targeted within a single piece of content, the sum of the number of 

content targeting each group is bigger than the total number of content (97).  
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Graph 4 
 

 
 
The number of content featuring hate speech was numerically less in the local press. However, 
considering that local press is in a more direct relationship with the location where it is published, 
this numerical paucity does not imply insignificance in impact.  
 
Graph 5 
 

 
 
Hate speech once again found its place most commonly in columns (66%), while 29% of the 
examined content was news articles, 3% was content appearing in the Press Archive section, and 2% 
was reader’s letters. Out of 28 news articles, 13 (46%) did not cite any sources. 
 
 



Hate Speech in the Media: SeptemberDecember 2012 

 

8 
 

Graph 6 
 

 
 
In the period examined, as in previous periods, hate speech occurred more commonly in national 
press (85%) while represented in the local press by 10%. 
 
Graph 7 
 

 
 
Cases of hate speech in the papers were assessed under these four categories, just as in the previous 
period: 
 
1)  Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion 
2)  Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration 
3)  Enmity / War discourse 
4)  Using a natural element of identity as a point of hate or insult / Symbolization 
 
These categories were established to assist in understanding and differentiating between hate 
speech that so often is set up in different ways, either explicitly or implicitly. It is certainly possible to 
pinpoint more than one category within the same content, but in those cases the more dominant 
category was taken into account for the sake of classification. 
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In the four months examined here, Enmity/War discourse took up the first space among these four 
categories (42 items of content). Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion (27 items) and Blasphemy / 
Insult / Denigration (17 items) followed respectively. Symbolization was the method least used 
during this period (7 items), while 4 cases targeted individuals or institutions. This content was not 
included in the statistics but instead handled in the “Media Criticism” section.   
 
Graph 8 
 

 
 
Looking at the distribution of categories according to targeted groups reveals that, parallel to 
previous periods, Enmity/War discourse dominated hate speech towards Christians (14 items). 
Exaggeration/Attribution/Distortion followed by 10 items and Blasphemy/Insult/Denigration by 4. 
One piece of content was handled in the Symbolization category.  
 
Graph 9 
 

 
 
Enmity/War discourse was similarly the predominant part of the hate speech content towards 
Armenians (with 19 items of content), while Exaggeration/Attribution/Distortion came second with 
14 items. Three items were handled within Symbolization and two within 
Blasphemy/Insult/Denigration categories.  
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Graph 10 
 

 
 
Jews were one of the three groups most frequently subjected to hate speech during the four month 
period. Again, Enmity/War Discourse came first (21 items of content), 
Exaggeration/Attribution/Distortion came second (7 items), Blasphemy/ Insult/ Denigration third (5 
items) followed by Symbolization (3 items).  
 
Graph 11 
 

 
 
The Exaggeration/Attribution/Distortion was the principal category in terms of discourse against 
Greeks, who are the fourth most frequently targeted group (5 articles). The second category was 
Blasphemy/Insult/Denigration with 4 articles, while Enmity/War Discourse was used in 3. 
 
 
 
 



Hate Speech in the Media: September-December 2012 

11 
 

Graph 12 
 

 
 
As pointed out before, these four categories used to classify content were established to better 
understand how hate speech comes to be produced and the predominant category was taken into 
consideration during classification. Thus, it would be misleading to view the categories as mutually 
exclusive constants.  
 

 NEWS ITEMS IDENTIFIED IN THE PERIOD  
SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2012  

 
 

Date Newspaper Type Author Title Targeted Group 
Category of Hate 

Speech 

03.09.2012 Milli Gazete Column Adnan Öksüz 
The mystery of numbers 
in gambling 

Jews 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

03.09.2012 Yeni Akit News Fatih Akkaya The Armenian plan 
Armenians/ Persons 
or institutions 

Enmity/War 
Discourse 

03.09.2012 Yeni Akit News Furkan Altınok 
BDP is looking to create 
trouble again 

Kurds/LGBT 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

05.09.2012 Milli Gazete Column 
Mehmet Şevket 
Eygi 

Turkey's disintegration 
Armenians/Greeks/ 
Jews 

Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

06.09.2012 Anayurt News - 
"Terror won't be ended 
by words, we want 
action!" 

Armenians 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

06.09.2012 Yeni Akit 
Press 
Archive 

Mehmet Şevket 
Eygi - quote 

Cryptos are trying to 
divide Turkey 

Armenians/Greeks/ 
Jews 

Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

06.09.2012 
Ankara İl 
Gazetesi 

News 
Ankara News 
Center 

Bloodthirst is pitting 
brother against brother 

Jews/Westerners 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 
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06.09.2012 Yeni Akit News Osman Yiğit 
An Islamophobia factory 
owner in Istanbul 

Jews Symbolization 

10.09.2012 Yeni Akit News Furkan Altınok 
Agos' radical Armenian 
attacked our paper 

Armenians Targeting 

11.09.2012 
Türkiye 
İzmir 

News Van İHA 
Armenian Provocation... 
Flag opened during 
service 

Armenians 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

11.09.2012 Yeni Çağ Column Arslan Tekin "Hate Speechers'! Armenians 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

12.09.2012 Yeni Çağ Column 
Hüseyin Macit 
Yusuf 

Everybody should know 
how unreliable Greeks 
are 

Greeks 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

12.09.2012 Yeni Çağ Column Arslan Tekin ASALA's collaborators 
Person and 
institution 

Targeting 

14.09.2012 Güneş Column 
Mehmet 
Memiş Hoca 

Godless infidels, 
despicable cads 

Christians 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

17.09.2012 Yeni Mesaj Column 
Mustafa Hilmi 
Yıldırım 

The system of fooling 
Muslims 

Westerners 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

20.09.2012 İstanbul Column Necdet Buluz 
Syrian Armenians eye 
Karabakh lands 

Armenians 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

20.09.2012 İstanbul Column 
Mustafa Hilmi 
Yıldırım 

The Holy Alliance and 
the holy war 

Christians/Jews 
                      
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

21.09.2012 Yeni Mesaj Column Akın Aydın 
War on one side and 
ceremonies on the 
other 

Armenians/Greeks 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

21.09.2012 Aydınlık Column 
Mehmet 
Perinçek 

Armenian activities of 
the Missionaries 

Catholics/Armenians
/ 
Missionaries 

Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

21.09.2012 Kocaeli News - 
The knife is at the bone, 
no bone left to bear 

Armenians/ 
Atheists 

Enmity/War 
Discourse 

21.09.2012 Yeniçağ Column Arslan Tekin 
Measures behind the 
front line 

Person/Institution Targeting 

21.09.2012 Yeni Akit 
Press 
Archive 

- 

Were Ilhan and Turhan 
Selçuk ashamed of their 
Armenian mothers or 
the society? 

Armenians Symbolization 

24.09.2012 
Yozgat 
Hakimiyet 

News - Pain and tears again Armenians 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

24.09.2012 Yeni Çağ Column Arslan Tekin 
Preparation for 2015 
'attack' 

Armenians 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

24.09.2012 Milli Gazete Column 
Mehmet Şevket 
Eygi 

"Diyanet (Directorate of 
Religious Affairs) has to 
warn the public about 
Islamism" 

Christians/Jews 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 
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25.09.2012 
Artvin 
Serhad 

News - 
Walk condemning terror 
organized 

Armenians 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

25.09.2012 Türkiye Column 
Mustafa Necati 
Özfatura 

Provocations are ill-
intentioned 

Christians/Jews 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

25.09.2012 
Çanakkale 
Çanın Sesi 

Column Mustafa Kaş 
The Islamic movement 
and socialization 

Jews 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

02.10.2012 Aydınlık Column 
Hüseyin Macit 
Yusuf 

Christo is the same old 
Christo 

Greeks 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

03.10.2012 Yeni Mesaj News - 
ASALA terror is coming 
back 

Armenians 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

03.10.2012 Milli Gazete Column 
İsmail Hakkı 
Akkiraz 

Faith necessitates divine 
claim to knowledge 

Christians/Jews 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

05.10.2012 Yeni Akit Column Hasan Karakaya 

Those who are only 
concerned with making 
others eat and throwing 
faeces 

Armenians 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

05.10.2012 Milli Gazete News - 
You cannot badmouth 
our Prophets 

LGBT/ Christians 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

08.10.2012 Yeni Akit Column 
Bekir 
Yalçınkaya 

The fire that burned the 
Ottoman Empire, from 
the lighter of a homo 

LGBT/Jews/ 
Armenians 

Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

08.10.2012 
Gölcük 
Postası 

Column Hilmi Özbek 
Cruelty has never been 
constant..! 

Jews 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

09.10.2012 
Milat 
Gazetesi 

Column 
Yasemin 
Sarıtemur 

USA celebrates the 
history of atrocities 

Jews Symbolization 

09.10.2012 Türkiye Column 
Mustafa Necati 
Özfatura 

If they could have 
known!.. 

Jews/Christians 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

10.10.2012 Yeni Akit Column Mehmet Koçak 
The Syrian crises and 
many faces of the West 

Jews/Christians 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

11.10.2012 Star News - 
The shadow of Greek 
Orthodox falls on the 
EU Progress Report 

Greeks 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

12.10.12 Milli Gazete Column Mahmut Toptaş Let his be known Jews/Christians 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

16.10.2012 Yeni Akit News Osman Yiğit 
Yoga: A missionary 
tactic 

Christians/ 
Missionaries 

Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

17.10.2012 Yeni Mesaj Column Bayram Coşkun Erdoğan's pocket knife Christians 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

17.10.2012 Yeniçağ Column 
Hüseyin Macit 
Yusuf 

Is water-oil-trade 
enough for unification? 

Greeks 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 
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18.10.2012 Yeni Mesaj Column Akın Aydın 
The answer to the 
question "Are you pro 
Syria?" 

Jews/Christians 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

18.10.2012 Yeni Mesaj Column Orhan Dede He is different.. Christians Symbolization 

22.10.2012 Milli Gazete News Fatih Yedier Antioch is sold Jews/Christians 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

24.10.2012 Fanatik News İmzasız Cyprus Invasion Greeks 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

26.10.2012 Yeni Akit News - 
Zoroastrian PKK eyes 
sacrificial animals 

Zoroastrians 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

26.10.2012 Yeni Akit News 
Sinan 
Yavuzoğlu 

The infidel's problem Germans/Jews 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

26.10.2012 Star Column Yiğit Bulut 
The new target of 
missionary activities 

Christians/ 
Missionaries 

Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

29.10.2012 Yeni Akit Column Asım Yenihaber 
We could not kill them 
in the mountains, lets 
kill them in prisons! 

Ezidis/ Zoroastrians 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

30.10.2012 Yeni Akit News Osman Yiğit Anger at BDP increases Ezidis/ Zoroastrians 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

31.10.2012 Milli Gazete Column 
İsmail Hakkı 
Akkiraz 

Hizbullah and the party 
of satan 

Jews/Christians/ 
LGBT 

Enmity/War 
Discourse 

01.11.2012 Yeni Akit 
Reader’s 
letter 

Sait Çağlar 
Kaplan 

Terror, separatism and 
the solution 

Armenians/ 
Zoroastrians/ 
Non-Muslims 

Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

01.11.2012 Yeni Akit News Talha Çolak 

PKK, Ezidi, Armenian 
and Alevita 
Collaboration in 
Germany 

Ezidis/Armeanians/ 
Alevis 

Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

01.11.2012 Yeni Akit News 
Murat Alan & 
Kenan Kıran 

How the dervish lodge 
was looted 

Jews 
Symbolization 
 

05.11.2012 Güneş Column 
Mehmet 
Memiş Hoca 

Hell but to what extent? 
Iraqis/Syrians/ 
Israelis/ Armenians 

Enmity/War 
Discourse 

05.11.2012 Milli Gazete Column 
Mehmet Şevket 
Eygi 

The public is left 
ignorant 

Armenians/ Jews 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

06.11.2012 Yeni Akit News 
Sinan 
Yavuzoğlu 

Baydemir gives a trillion 
to Church 

Christian/ 
Zoroastrian/ Ezidi/ 
Armenian 

Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

13.11.2012 Yeni Mesaj Column 
Muharrem 
Bayraktar 

An infidel appointed to 
head the Islamist 
resistance in Syria! 

Christian 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

15.11.2012 Yeni Akit News Ramazan Alkan 
The foreigners justice 
extends as far as the 
church 

Armenian / Greek 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 
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15.11.2012 Yeni Akit News 
Murat Alan & 
Kenan Kıran 

The proof of genocide Jews 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

15.11.2012 Antalya Hilal Column Ahmet Açıkay 
Don't use secret 
regulations! 

Jews/Christans 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

15.11.2012 Yeni Akit Column Yener Dönmez 
The intelligence officer 
who pressed the button 

Jews 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

15.11.2012 Milli Gazete Column Davut Şahin 
Immorality American 
style 

Americans 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

19.11.2012 
Gölcük 
Postası 

Column Hilmi Özbek 
Cursed society (goes off 
track again!) 

Israeli 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

20.11.2012 Milli Gazete Column İshak Beyazay 
Shame on those who 
become subject of the 
subject 

Christian/ Jewish/ 
Armenian/ Greek 

Enmity/War 
Discourse 

23.11.2012 Akşam News - 
Beating for the 
terrorists! 

French/ Armenian/ 
Greek 

Enmity/War 
Discourse 

23.11.2012 Yeni Mesaj Column Akın Aydın 
One minute Barack, one 
minute Natenyahu 

Jewish/Christian 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

23.11.2012 Yeni Akit Column Abdullah Büyük 
The month of 
Muharram and the 
cruelty of Israel 

Jews 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

23.11.2012 Yeni Akit Column Şevki Yılmaz The Stone Spoke! Jews 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

26.11.2012 
Antalya 
Körfez 

Column Binali Efe Both rich and servants.. 
Jews/Christians/ 
Arabs 

Enmity/War 
Discourse 

27.11.2012 
Sabah 
Güney 

Column Ersin Ramoğlu Armenians… Armenian 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

30.11.2012 Yeni Mesaj Column İbrahim Berk Fish out of the water! Christians/Jews 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

30.11.2012 Yeni Akit 
Reader’s 
letter 

Mehmet Kadri 
Sayılgan 

Cautionary scenes from 
our homeland 

Armenian/ Jewish Symbolization 

04.12.2012 Milli Gazete Column Şükrü Alnıaçık 
National ingratitude and 
nationalist loyalty… 

Armenian/ Greek/ 
French 

Enmity/War 
Discourse 

04.12.2012 Yeni Akit Column Faruk Köse 
Is it possible to make 
friends with the Jew? 

Jewish 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

07.12.2012 Milli Gazete Column 
Mehmet Şevket 
Eygi 

Loyalty to Sunni Islam is 
not sectarianism 

Jewish/Christian 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

07.12.2012 Yeni Mesaj Column Yusuf Karaca 
"We are watching you” 
in disapproval 

Jewish/ Christian 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

04.12.2012 Milli Gazete News - Garden of malice Christian 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 
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10.12.2012 Yeni Akit Column 
Ali İhsan 
Karahasanoğlu 

If you have principles, 
rise up Hrant 
supporters! 

Person and 
institution 

Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

10.12.2012 Anayurt x 3 Column 
Mustafa Nevruz 
Sınacı 

The element and origin 
of terror is freemasonry 

Jewish 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

13.12.2012 Milli Gazete Column 
Ali Haydar 
Aksal 

Jihad with Crusader 
democracy 

Westerner 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

13.12.2012 Star Column Aziz Üstel 
The shot my heart at 
Hocalı 

Armenian 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

17.12.2012 Önce Vatan Column Cumhur Evcil 
49th anniversary of the 
bloody Christmas in 
Cyprus 

Greek 
Blasphemy/ 
Insult / 
Denigration 

18.12.2012 Yeniçağ Column Hasan Demir Zionism and Cryptos Jewish 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

19.12.2012 Milli Gazete Column Mahmut Toptaş 
The punishments are 
not deterrent 

Christian 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

19.12.2012 Ortadoğu Column Yıldıray Çiçek Crassness in a jar Armenian Symbolization 

20.12.2012 Milli Gazete Column 
Mehmet Şevket 
Eygi 

Cryptos Pakradouines 
 

Jewish/Armenian 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

21.12.2012 Yeni Akit Column Şevki Yılmaz 
Who is the first racist 
fascist? 

Jewish 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

24.12.2012 Yeniçağ News - 
BBC acknowledges 
Armenian brutality.. 

Armenian 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

26.12.2012 Yeni Akit Column Mustafa Özcan 
Those who follow the 
path of Sherif Pasha 

Armenian 
Exaggeration/ 
Attribution/ 
Distortion 

26.12.2012 Önce Vatan News - 

Turkish diplomants 
massacred by ASALA 
and Armenians 
commemorated in Kars 

Armenian/ Western/ 
Zoroastrian 

Enmity/War 
Discourse 

26.12.2012 Yeni Alanya Column Turgay Alp 
What kind of stability is 
this? 

Armenian 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

27.12.2012 Yeni Mesaj Column 
Mehmet Emin 
Koç 

Turkish Armed Forces 
will no longer protect 
the republic ! 

Armenian / Greek 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

31.12.2012 Anayurt Column 
Mustafa Nevruz 
Sınacı 

It must be 
commemorated each 
new year: Bloody 
Christmas … 

Armenian / Greek 
Enmity/War 
Discourse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hate Speech in the Media: September-December 2012 

17 
 

EXAMPLES BY CATEGORY 
 
 
Blasphemy/ Insult / Denigration 
 
Title: Christo is the same old Christo 
Publication: Aydınlık 
Date: 02.10.2012 
Type: Column 
Author: Hüseyin Macit Yusuf 
 
In this piece, Yusuf talks about Christofias, who was about to leave his position as the president of 
the Republic of Cyprus, referring to him as Christo-fiasco for the entirety of the piece and demeaning 
his name. Quoting from his various speeches, Yusuf refers to Christofias as arrogant, brazen and 
untruthful. Yusuf also states that Christofias "does not want peace, reconciliation and settlement in 
Cyprus" and talks about "the dream of the Greek side to make all Cyprus Greek." The author's closing 
statements, "Greeks will never change. The mentality is the same old mentality. Christo is the same 
old Christo. It will not make a difference whoever takes his place", fuel enmity towards Greeks.  
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Blasphemy/ Insult / Denigration 
 
Title: The Cyprus Operation 
Publication: Fanatik 
Date: 24.10.2012 
Type: News 
Author: Yusuf Dursun 
 
The headline of the news story on Fenerbahçe's match against South Cypriot AEL Limasol in the 
Europa League reads "The Cyprus Operation" in large font, while various supporting text boxes have 
been left without a byline. The headline reflects the approach of the page editor to the subject, if not 
of the journalist. Referring to the 1974 Cyprus Debarkation, the headline describes the football 
match between the two countries using a word that is simultaneously a war term, which reproduces 
enmity, especially considering the history of the two countries.  
 
On the same page, one of the text boxes accompanying the same story has the title "Bağış: An 
opportunity for the Greek side." The story quotes Minister of European Union Affairs and Head 
Negotiator Egemen Bağış as saying "this Fenerbahçe game is an opportunity for the Greeks to prove 
whether they are a state. Because their past mistakes have established that they are not even a tribe, 
let alone a state." and as such takes part in the degradation of Greeks. 
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Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion 
 
Title: The new target of missionary activities: Turkey / 2023 and the six cornered coup plan 
Publication: Star 
Date: 26.10.2012 
Type: Column 
Author: Yiğit Bulut 
 
Yiğit Bulut starts his piece by relating an incident that happened "in an Anatolian town." After 
conveying that the meetings started by "an auntie that just moved in the neighborhood" in order to 
explain "the unknown aspects of our religion" have to do with missionary activity, he starts using the 
word “auntie” in quotation marks: "(...) clearly exposes the missionary activities of the 'auntie'." 
Considering that quotation marks are used in "unverified, doubtful" situations in Turkish media, we 
can conclude that Bulut is, in this way attributing "suspicious activities" to the person in question. 
Similarly, while the author talks about Islam in the beginning of his article, his use of the phrase "our 
religion" in the fourth sentence comes off as an expression that excludes members of other religions 
and nonbelievers. 
 
In the second paragraph of his article, Bulut talks about "apartment churches" and equates activities 
towards disseminating a religion with apocalypse through expressions like "designing a doomsday of 
mentality-faith on our people" and "seizing this region by creating serious vulnerability." In this way, 
he also associates these activities with the danger of "losing the homeland." If we are to remember 
that in 2007, three people working at Zirve Publishing House, which published books on Christianity, 
were killed due to their missionary activity, the probable consequences of Bulut's statements could 
be better appraised.   
 
In the “Conclusion” section of his article, Bulut gives the example of “Jehova's Witnesses” and a 
family that “fell victim to this system.” Bulut talks about the “tons of material” produced to “punch 
holes in one's mind and faith,” including Reiki in the list. The article ends by making a connection 
with the Lord of the Rings, an example of fantasy literature, and leaves us with the question of how 
he could bring together this wide array of topics in a common context.  
 
Bulut's article “2023 and the six cornered coup plan” is an example of the production of hate speech 
around an abstract perception of threat. Bulut refers to David's star, featured on the Israeli flag by 
writing: “Their meetings are six cornered. Put more frankly, it is possible to draw two intertwined 
stars by putting on paper the '6 centers' where they are effective and settled..” Bulut includes Tel 
Aviv and the Israeli Central Bank among these corners. Writing that the sole aim of this organization 
is to “create a Turkey under their control and in the first instance to stop our process of becoming 
independent,” Bulut nurtures a relationship of enmity between nations and people, and creates a 
threat perception.  
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Exaggeration / Distortion / Attribution 
 
Title: The Garden of perversion 
Publication: Milli Gazete 
Date: 04.12.2012 
Type: News 
Source: Unspecified 
 
A particular word for perversion, ifsad, that is used in the headline of the news corresponds to 
“corrupting, mischief-making, provocation.” The article relays the news that within the scope of the 
Faith Park Project, initiated by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Mardin Governorship, Nusaybin 
Municipality, Çekül Foundation and the Assyrian Community twelve years ago, The Mor Gabriel 
Church and the Zeynelabidin Mosque will be brought together in a common compound.  
 
We see that, aside from the spot, the headline and subheadings, the information is given without 
additional remarks. However, the statements taking place in the box above the visual, “The aim of 
the project is not at all alien,” and “No one asks why there is a desire to bring a church and a mosque 
together in a common garden,” imply the existence of a “hidden agenda,” and create suspicion in the 
readers. The spot of the news states that “inter-faith dialogue” is in fact an “act of perversion.” 
Referring to the 'Garden of Religions' in the Antalya province of Turkey, 'the gay mosque' in France, 
and “the deception of 'Abrahamic Religions’” as negative developments, the spot reads “and now the 
church and the mosque are brought together in a common ground.” The possible secret agenda 
behind bringing together the church and the mosque is not clarified anywhere in the story. Through 
this lack of clarity, the concrete project and the institutions lending their support to it become 
objects of suspicion. The subheadings, “Act of perversion under the pretence of tolerance,” and 
“Historical artefacts will be exposed,” are used to strengthen this effect.  
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Exaggeration / Distortion / Attribution 
 
Title: Don't use secret regulations  
Publication: Antalya Yeni Hilal 
Date: 15.11.2012 
Type: News 
Source: Ahmet Açıkay 
 
The news story conveys the reaction of İlyas Tongüç, Felicity Party's Vice President Responsible with 
Local Administrations, to the use of the word “places of worship,” in the New Law on Metropoles, 
which foresees state payment of the repair, electricity and water costs of not only mosques, but also 
churches and synagogues. The title of the story is based on the expressions used by Tongüç written 
without quotation marks, which suggests either an agreement on the part of the newspaper with the 
discourse, or a problem with the editorial functioning of the newspaper. Tongüç states that an 
ordinary citizen would understand the “places of worship” to mean mosques, thereby declaring that 
he sees an “ordinary” citizen as a Muslim, juxtaposing this identity against members of other faiths. 
Therefore, we see an exclusion from citizenship of non-Muslims and people with different ethnic 
backgrounds. 
  
Tongüç's reaction is based on a threat perception: “There are other goals alongside the mosque. 
Under this wording lays churches and synagogues. This is very dangerous.” Tongüç goes on to say 
that “It is not possible for the nation to accept this,” thereby further concretizing what the “threat” 
is: It is the worry that the state support will lead to an increase in missionary work. The support that 
will be provided for the places of worship of Non-Muslims is questioned by Tongüç with the following 
words: “Are we going to give up on our religion and faith to become an EU member? Are we going to 
turn a blind eye to the missionary work of the EU?” These words construct Christians and Jews living 
in Turkey as “Others” and even as elements of threat for Turkey. Ahmet Açıkay, who has authored 
the news story without consulting different views ignores the element of balance and takes part in 
the exclusionary discourse.  
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Enmity / War Discourse 
 
Title: Armenians… 
Publication: Sabah - Southern Supplement 
Date: 27.11.2012 
Type: Column 
Author: Ersin Ramoğlu 
 
In reference to a statement by the former Minister of Interior İdris Naim Şahin, Ersin Ramoğlu begins 
his column by claiming that Armenia is among the countries supporting the PKK. He proceeds to 
convey to his audience an incident that he previously read about, without providing any sources. The 
incident concerns the torture experienced by Turkish soldiers who were captives of the British army 
during World War I. Ramoğlu defines as “inhumane” the treatment faced by the soldiers, and writes 
that “Armenians played the leading role in this inhumane treatment,” underlining Armenian 
provocation in the torture inflicted upon Turkish soldiers. He adds that Armenians are currently 
packaging and delivering to the public opinion their treason as genocide.  
 
The distinction between “reasonable” and “unreasonable” Kurds, outlined in the findings section of 
the report, is applied to the Armenians in this column. Ramoğlu writes, on the one hand, that “It will 
of course be wrong to place in the same basket with them the Armenians with whom we live as 
brothers within our borders today,” but on the other hand reminds the readers once again that the 
Armenians help the PKK, calling out to the people who took to the streets with the slogan “We are all 
Armenians” to discern which Armenians they are. Ramoğlu's language throughout his column depicts 
the Armenians as harboring enmity towards the Turks, and constructs an undefined categorization of 
“good Armenians” – “bad Armenians.” 
 
The column is significant also because it is published in the regional supplement of the national daily 
newspaper Sabah. In the four month period we have monitored, Sabah is not amongst the 
publications that produces hate speech. However, the use of enmity-producing language in a column 
of the southern regional supplement creates the impression that there is an editorial inconsistency 
between the national and regional publications of the newspaper.  
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Enmity / War Discourse 
 
Title: The Armenianist Trap  
Publication: Yeni Akit 
Date: 03.09.2012 
Type: News  
Author: Fatih Akkaya 
 
The news story is featured on the first page of the paper, with the supra-heading “The Diaspora, 
Soros, TESEV and Collaborator Authors Spring to Action,” and it continues on page 9. Before 
analyzing the story, let us look at how “collaborator” is defined by the Turkish Language Institution:  
 
Collaborator: A person or an institution that seeks profit in an area or establishes relations with 
institutions.  
 
According to this definition, the word can be said to have a negative connotation of “trying to incur 
benefits.” 
 
Another expression, found in the spot of the news, reads “Soros' handmaiden domestic 
collaborators.” The word handmaiden is described by the Turkish Language Institution as “One that 
lends unswerving support to an institution, based on the financial aid of the said institution.” The 
same segment of the story articulates that the persons to be named in the body part of the news 
“conspire to inflict hardship on Turkey,” and the part of the story that is featured on the front page 
includes suspicious expressions such as “Armenian-lovers.” The information that events planned for 
the centennial anniversary of the Armenian genocide are supported by multiple foundations in 
different countries is repeated, and the connection of “foreign support” is established.  
 
The front-page story is a good example of the use of visual materials. The page includes the portraits 
of the individuals named in the story. The portrait chosen of Georges Soros is especially one that will 
not garner positive impressions in the readers.  
 
The story continues with the same supra-heading, title and spot on page nine, and it includes 
“expert” views, without clarifying who the experts are. The story starts off with the information that 
“within the framework of the new developments, the Armenian issue might occupy a significant 
space on the public agenda in the coming days.” Accordingly, summaries of some of Hasan Cemal's 
columns are provided alongside certain events as evidence strengthening the claim that this is a 
“group conspiring to inflict hardship on Turkey.”  
 
Most of the information included in the story is accurate. At this point, we see the elements of title 
and subtitles become especially important.  
 
Whereas the language of the news story is relatively neutral, the subtitles are as follows:  
“Intensified preparations for the centennial anniversary” 
“Cemal is buddy buddy with Bili” (In reference to the meeting that took place between France's 
Council to Turkey Laurent Bili and journalist Hasan Cemal)  
“Serving the diaspora” 
“His grandfather turned in his grave” (Implying Hasan Cemal's grandfather Cemal Pasha) 
“TESEV-Soros collaboration” 
“Heinrich Böll, Kavala, all the usual suspects are there” 
“Not without the BDP..” 
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To understand this attitude, let's look at the column written by Fatih Akkaya in response to the 
criticisms faced by his article “That woman is dead,” which was a part of our previous report as well: 
“(...) We titled the news of Meral Okay's death as 'That woman is dead.' The only difference between 
the news provided by the agency and ours is the title. What is the problem with it?” We see that with 
this news story as well, the main problems concern the title and the subtitles.   
 
These publications do not include a direct call to violence, however, within the framework of a 
certain perspective, and with the manipulation of information, it is clear that especially the 
Armenians, and to a lesser extent the Kurds are constructed as “Others,” and enmity is produced. 
When one remembers how the media outlets aimed to dishonor, and impact public opinion by 
manipulating information in the process that led to the killing of Hrant Dink, it is possible to see that 
this story is not an innocent act. While the media is not the only social actor in the creation of 
otherness, it is clear that it is very important for the wide segment that obtains their information 
from the media. Therefore, the action undertaken by the Yeni Akit newspaper here goes beyond 
“owning Islamic or national references.” The newspaper opens a path to hate crimes by taking as its 
bases a foundation it defines as legitimate.  
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Symbolization 
 
Title: An Islamophobia Producer in Turkey 
Publication: Yeni Akit 
Date: 06.09.2012 
Type: News  
Author: Osman Yiğit 
 
As it is often the case with news that produce hate speech, this news story presents certain claims 
without specifying any sources and by using passive verbs. Accordingly, it is conveyed that the Alex 
Springer Publication Cooperation, based in Germany, “is known to act in parallel with the aims of 
Israel and Mossad,” that “it has become clear that it is the center of anti-Turkey Insult campaigns,” 
that “Boris Karnoky, the Turkey correspondent of the Die Welt newspaper, which belongs to the 
group, is said to work more like an agent of bad propaganda rather than a journalist.” At the end of 
the story, under the subtitle “Who is Karnoky – the agent of bad propaganda,” his Jewish origin is 
emphasized. This emphasis strengthens negative prejudices towards Jews, especially taking into 
consideration the subtitle and the entirety of the news story.  
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Symbolization 
 
Title: Crassness in the Jar  
Publication: Ortadoğu 
Date: 19.12.2012 
Type: Column 
Author: Yıldıray Çiçek 
 
The column focuses on the comments made by Sevan Nişanyan to Agos weekly newspaper on 
Turkish nationalism, and starts off with the following sentence: “The Armenian by the name Sevan 
Nişanyan, who used to be an author in the Taraf daily newspaper, continues to provoke people.” The 
sentence emphasizes the Armenian identity of Nişanyan, even though it is unrelated, thereby linking 
it to an act of “provocation” and establishing a negative connection.  
 
Yıldıray Çiçek states that Sevan Nişanyan crossed the line with the comments he made to Agos, and 
that “whenever he finds the opportunity” he denigrates Islam and the values of the Turkish nation. 
The author claims that, upon confronting reactions to his actions, Nişanyan says “These are 
happening to me because I am Armenian” in order to “try to project vulnerability.” Writing that 
“Turkey is maybe the only country where nationalism embraces people without creating divisions 
between them, and without creating otherness,” Çiçek adds immediately “It is not because an 
Armenian is saying these, our reaction would have been the same if the person concerned was the 
member of a different ethnic group.” The second sentence reveals that this embrace does not exist 
in reality, and it does not exist for Çiçek himself as well.   
 
Another significant aspect of the column is the connection drawn between “insulting Turkishness” 
and the AKP. Similar to the Yeni Çağ example, Ortadoğu supports hate speech with AKP opposition: 
“The path and atmosphere of insulting Turkishness in Turkey have been created with the AKP 
government. This is because the top-cadres of the AKP government themselves have an attitude of 
insulting and trying to destroy Turkishness. This has mobilized all who are allergic to Turkishness.”  
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OTHER DISADVANTAGED GROUPS 
 
This section includes the discourse analysis of 15 items that were not included in the first section 
based on the groups they target (women, trans/LGBT individuals), as well as 4 pieces that were 
analyzed in the first section with respect to other groups, and are evaluated again with regard to 
other disadvantaged groups.  
 
The pieces analyzed use the expression “transvestite,” however, due to the misuse of the word, we 
adopted the acronym LGBT for all the pieces in this section. Transvestite usually refers to trans 
individuals. Whereas transvestite is a state of enjoying cross-dressing and acting like a member of the 
opposite gender, trans individuals define themselves with the other gender identity, regardless of 
whether they have had a sex change operation.  
 

Date Publication Type Author Title Targeted 
Group 

Category of Hate 

03.09.2012 Yeni Akit News Furkan Altınok 
BDP is looking to create 
trouble again 

Kurds / LGBT 
Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 

26.09.2012 Vatan News 
Foreign News 
Desk 

Transvestite Efe offers a 
helping hand to crisis-stricken 
Italy 

LGBT 
Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 

01.10.2012 
İstanbul 
Gazetesi 

News DHA Fed up with transvestites LGBT 
Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

03.10.2012 Yeni Akit News Furkan Altınok CHP protects the immoral LGBT 
Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 

05.10.2012 Milli Gazete News - 
You cannot badmouth our 
Prophets 

LGBT/ 
Christians 

Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 

08.10.2012 Sabah News Emir Somer 
Transvestite complex takes to 
the streets 

LGBT 
Exaggeration / 
Attribution / 
Distortion 

08.10.2012 Yeni Akit 
Press 
Archive 

- Press Archive Women 
Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 

08.10.2012 Vatan News - Who is this third person? LGBT 
Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 

08.10.2012 Yeni Akit Column 
Bekir 
Yalçınkaya 

The fire that burned the 
Ottoman Empire, from the 
lighter of a homo 

LGBT/ Jews/ 
Armenians 

Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 

11.10.2012 Haber Türk News Neşet Dişkaya Love games in the mountains LGBT 
Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 

12.10.2012 Yeni Akit 
Press 
Archive 

- 

So it is “a shame on us” to not 
accept the immorality of 
homosexuality and to consider 
it a shame! 

LGBT 
Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 
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23.10.2012 Yeni Akit News Furkan Altınok 
The perverts infiltrate the 
schools 

LGBT 
Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 

31.10.2012 Milli Gazete Column 
İsmail Hakkı 
Akkiraz 

Hizbullah and the party of evil 
Jews / 
Christians / 
LGBT 

Enmity/War 
Discourse 

28.11.2012 Yeni Akit Column 
Serdar 
Arseven 

Would you beat up your wife 
and child? 

LGBT 
Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 

04.12.2012 Akşam News 
Devrim 
Tosunoğlu 

Queen transvestite caught 
with poison 

LGBT 
 
Symbolization 
 

04.12.2012 
Mavi 
Kocaeli 

News - 
Transvestites caught by the 
police 

LGBT Symbolization 

05.12.2012 Yeni Akit News 
Abdurrahman 
Dilipak 

Endless prophecies.. LGBT 
Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 

18.12.2012 Takvim Column 
Ali Rıza 
Demircan 

Is perfume licit for women? LGBT 
Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 

25.12.2012 Yeni Akit Column Ayhan Demir 
Is it up for Turkey to defend 
f..ts? 

LGBT 
Blasphemy/ Insult 
/ Denigration 

 
Lesbians and bisexuals are often not direct targets of hate speech, however, where the word 
“homosexual” is used, it would not be wrong to understand hate speech as targeting both male and 
female homosexuals. On the other hand, considering that some news talk about gay women 
separately with words such as “lovers,” it might be claimed that the word “homosexual” refers 
primarily to males. Having stressed this, most of the content evaluated under the heading “other 
disadvantaged groups” include hate speech targeting gays (63%). Hate speech targeting trans 
individuals, referred to as “transvestites” in the news, is present in six pieces (32%). Hate speech 
targeting women was observed only once within the monitored publications in this period (5%).  
 
Graph 13 
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The 19 items, identified as containing hate speech, include 5 columns, 12 news stories and 2 pieces 
published under the title news archive. Compared with the greater ratio of columns in the pieces 
evaluated in the first section, it is possible to say that hate speech targeting LGBT individuals and 
women seeps into the news language more easily.  
 
In these contents, homosexuality is often defined as “perversion” “immorality” and “ugly,” or with 
similar expressions. In some pieces, it is shown to be of equal value as “incest.”  
 
In the only example that includes hate speech targeting women, an expression that is often used as 
an insult was included in reference to journalist Ayşenur Arslan.  
 
The inclusion of trans individuals in the news stories took place predominantly through the protests 
targeting trans individuals living in the Meis building complex in Avcılar. In related news, it was often 
only the views of the group referred to as “neighborhood residents” or “complex residents,” 
presented as facts and thereby strengthening the perception that trans individuals are connected to 
the sex industry. Kaos GL, one of the organizations that advocate for LGBT rights, was defined as “an 
association where gender perverts gather,” and advocacy of LGBT rights was portrayed as 
“homosexuals that increase their perverted demands day by day under the pretence of 'democratic 
rights'..” 
 
Seventy-four percent (12 pieces) of the content analyzed were published with clearly cited signatures 
or sources. With 9 pieces, Yeni Akit was the publication that produced the greatest amount of hate 
speech targeting LGBTs and women. The definition of hate speech as included in the 
Recommendation Decision accepted by the European Council Committee of Ministers in 1997 is: 
 
“All forms of expression which spread, incite, promote or justify racial hatred, xenophobia, 
antisemitism and other forms of hatred based on intolerance, including: intolerance expressed by 
aggressive nationalism and ethnocentrism, discrimination and hostility against minorities, migrants 
and people of immigrant origin.” 
 
We evaluate the 19 contents in accordance with the definition above since the discourse they adopt 
or the meaning that emerges out of the pieces are discriminatory, exclusionary or insulting for LGBT 
individuals and women, or they produce side-meanings that legitimize or nurture the exclusionary 
state produced within this framework.  
 
 

EXAMPLES 
 
Exaggeration / Attribution / Distortion 
 
Title: Transvestite complex takes to the streets  
Publication: Sabah 
Date: 08.10.2012 
Type: News 
Author: Emir Somer 
 
The news story concerns incidents that took place in Avcılar Meis housing complex. The author Emir 
Somer first establishes a distinction between “citizens” - “residents of the complex”- and 
transvestites with the language that he uses. He thereby contributes to strengthening approaches 
that exclude trans individuals from society. He constructs his piece on the presumption that all trans 
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individuals are engaged in prostitution. Somer goes to the neighborhood to “research the issue,” and 
meets with “citizens and transvestites” for four days. While he gives a plethora of detailed 
information on the “prostitution” aspect of the issue, Somer writes that the ten people (in his words, 
“transvestites”) who were taken under custody for suspicion of prostitution were released the next 
day. Yet, he completely ignores this information and pretends that there is a proven crime at stake.  
 
The news story does not mention whether trans individuals have employment opportunities outside 
of the sex industry or their right to shelter. By approaching the issue from a single perspective, the 
news story strengthens the perception of prostitution-crime that is projected to the said segment of 
society.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hate Speech in the Media: SeptemberDecember 2012 

 

38 
 

Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration  
 
Başlık: BDP is looking to create trouble again  
Gazete: Yeni Akit 
Tarih: 03.09.2012 
Tür: News  
Yazar: Furkan Altınok 
 
Penned by Furkan Altınok, the news story bears the title 
“BDP is looking to create trouble again” and the subtitle 
“These issues smell of trouble.” This news story is an 
example of how the LGBT identity is combined with 
other identity elements in order to produce hate speech. 
In the news story, without specifying why, BDP and BDP 
run municipalities are defined as “those who carry out 
provocative actions that frequently create unrest in the 
region.” In the news story on the Critical Psychology 
Symposium supported by BDP run municipalities, an 
opposition is created between “Kurdish citizens” and the 
BDP which tries to “portray them as minorities,” thereby 
attempting to marginalize a political party.  
 
LGBT individuals receive their fair share of the 
discriminatory language in the news story. An association 
that advocates for LGBT rights, Kaos GL, is defined as “an 
association of perverts.” The use of quotation marks 
demonstrates that the journalist is not in agreement with 
the topic at hand. The phrase “the symposium will also 
focus on the 'problems faced by' homosexuals, 
transvestites and lesbians” implies that there are no such 
problems, or that the problems are deserved. The 
expression “circles that adopt sexual perversion as a 
lifestyle” strengthens prejudices against the LGBT 
individuals. Despite the negative tone and the shortness 
of the news, it must be noted that a variety of 
information about the symposium is included (such as 
the place, organizer, symposium headlines etc.) The story 
is also an appropriate example of how the information 
that is obtained from news agencies can convey very 
different information and prejudices with the inclusion of 
different connecting sentences. 
 

 
 
 
   . 
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Blasphemy / Insult / Denigration 
 
Title: Queen transvestite caught with poison   
Publication: Akşam 
Date: 04.12.2012 
Type: News 
Author: Devrim Tosunoğlu 
 
This story was featured as a short news in the 
third page of many papers. Starting with the 
title, it clashes with principles of journalism, 
and moreover strengthens the perception that 
there is a connection between trans individuals 
and crime. The content of the news story, 
about two individuals that were caught with 
drugs at the Atatürk airport, repeats the gender 
identity of the individuals many times, despite 
its irrelevance to the issue. It is unclear why the 
expression “queen transvestite” is used in the 
title. The news story fails on the information 
quality, and foregrounds irrelevant elements in 
order to be “sensational.” This approach, which 
has come to be “accepted” in the news 
concerning trans individuals openly, violates 
the article on “Identity or special 
circumstances” in the Turkish Journalists 
Declaration of Rights and Responsibilities, 
which has been accepted by the Turkish 
Association of Journalists:  
 
“Identity or special circumstances: Unless there 
is a clear benefit to the public and there is no 
direct connection to the incident, the behavior 
or the crime of a person cannot be connected 
to the person’s race, nationality, religion, 
gender, sexual orientation, disease or a 
physical or mental disability. The special 
circumstances of the individual should not 
become the subject of mockery or prejudice.” 
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Media Critique 
 
This section of the report includes news and columns that are not included in the statistical analyses 
but that are separately evaluated by discourse analysis. Within this framework, for this period we 
analyzed the columns authored by Arslan Tekin of the Yeni Çağ newspaper. The language of the said 
news and columns cannot be considered separately from the analysis of hate speech in media and 
the practice of targeting persons through hate speech. Thus, they can be read as examples of how 
this discourse is produced through individuals and institutions.  
 
Arslan Tekin: “Handmaiden, despicable, contemptible” 
  
12 columns by Arslan Tekin that were published on different issues of the Yeni çağ newspaper targets 
the employees of the Hrant Dink Foundation, Agos newspaper and the Armenian community through 
the Media Watch on Hate Speech project run by the Foundation. In some of the content, enmity is 
produced only vis a vis persons and/or institutions, whereas in others, through these individuals and 
institutions a particular ethnic group is targeted. Therefore, it was seen as appropriate to separately 
analyze the said columns within the scope of the media critique section. This section focuses on 4 out 
of the 12 columns.  
 
Tekin's column published on September 11 bears the title “Hate Speech-ers!” Tekin mentions the 
existence of a “Hate Speech” unit within the Hrant Dink Foundation and writes that “the institution 
functioning under this name” is “chewing away at the Turk by using Hrant Dink as a shield.” Claiming 
that those struggling against hate speech are hand in hand with enemies of Turks, Tekin goes one 
step further and postulates that the “hate speech-ers” might have arranged for the killing of Hrant 
Dink so that “they could life off of his name.” Tekin uses the adjectives “handmaidens, despicable, 
contemptible” to define “hate speech-ers,” as well as “dishonorable.” He brings in ASALA/PKK 
collaborators and pulls the issue to the axis of “patriotism” and “treason.” In doing so, he juxtaposes 
the identities of Turk and Armenian, and nurtures the perception of enmity towards Armenians. 
Against his inclusion amongst producers of hate speech in previous reports, Tekin constructs his 
defense through “defending Turkishness.” Expressing his sorrow at the killing of Hrant Dink, Tekin 
adds “he was leaving Turks under blame,” thereby adding another brick to the discourse legitimizing 
the killing of Dink.  
 
In his column published a day later on September 12, Tekin argues under the title “Asala's 
collaborators” that the Azeri Turk officer that killed an Armenian representative officer for stepping 
over an Azerbaijani flag in Hungary was set free after he was returned to Azerbaijan. Citing AGOS’ 
headline on the issue, Tekin writes “Like a newspaper published in Yerevan!,” putting the newspaper 
in the position of the “enemy within.” Referring to the connection between AGOS newspaper and 
Hrant Dink, Tekin underlines that “hate speech-ers” and AGOS are within the same foundation and 
adds: “There is no difference between the “Haters,” Asala, Agos, Tachnak supporters and PKK 
supporters!” Connecting the names that are directly linked to terror with AGOS and Hrant Dink 
Foundation establishes the said institutions as targets. Increasing the level of severity, Tekin ends his 
column with the following: “I am addressing the authorities: We are now at war. Why are 
handmaidens who are collaborators of ASALA / PKK allowed behind the front-lines?! Every article by 
them is a bullet aimed at our soldiers!” The extremely nationalist and exclusionary language openly 
points to a group of people who live in the same country as targets and engages in a discourse that 
legitimizes a possible act of violence against these individuals and institutions.   
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After these articles, a critique was published in the AGOS newspaper. Consequently, Tekin penned 
another article on September 21, once again evaluating the “Haters” as “PKK/KCK extension” and 
“ASALA replicate.”  He writes: “When you run to your death on the front-lines to defeat terror, what 
about behind those lines? The 'Haters,' PKK/KCK extensions, ASALA replicates (they are all 
interconnected and present themselves as liberal-democrats) poke at your eyes with their pens to 
break your morale in your struggle.” Thus, he portrays the “Hate speechers, AGOS staff, Hrant Dink 
Foundation” as “terrorists behind the front-lines.”  Tekin writes: “The Haters have 'confessed' that 
they are pro-ASALA. ASALA gives a 'report of approval' to Agos staff for their activities, and it is 
because they have connections with ASALA that they can reach its members! 'The hate committee' 
gave an award to Dr. İsmail Beşikçi to add insult to injury on Turkish nation’s pain. Caught in the act!” 
He does not at any point clarify the basis of his claims, nor does he clearly lay out what he 
Attributions the individuals/institutions with, and takes part in the creation of a negative perception 
and enmity towards the said persons and institutions.  
 
In his column dated 24 September, Tekin talks about the “We are all Armenians!” group and writes 
“Those who take to the streets with the slogan “We are all Armenian!” have an issue with the 
'Turk'...”, implying that the group serves the interests of others. Tekin does not mention the real 
content of the slogan, which demonstrates solidarity with all oppressed groups. Decontextualizing 
the issue completely, Tekin claims that those who shout the slogan are “intimate with PKK and other 
illegal left/socialist/communist/separatist/destructive groups.” These sentences are an example of 
establishing a connection between hate speech and terror, thereby moving the former to the 
“untouchable” territory. Tekin connect not only Armenians but also “left, socialist, communist” 
groups with “PKK and separatist, destructive groups,” not shying away from presenting all 
approaches that fall outside of his worldview as threats. Tekin ends his column by stating that he has 
no option left but to use the same “agitating, hate mongering, provocative” language.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
2 

Upon systematic columns written by Arslan Tekin, the Hrant Dink Foundation filed a criminal complaint with 

the charges “Insult, threatening through depicting as target,” at the Head Prosecutor's Office. Bakırköy 

Prosecutor's Office evaluated the publications within the scope of freedom of expression and concluded that 

prosecution was not necessary. The Foundation continues to pursue legal options.  
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