


WHAT IS HATE SPEECH?



biased, negative and hostile expressions that discriminate

against and target a person or group based on characteristics

such as religion, language, ethnic origin, disability, age, sex, 

or sexual orientation.

Hate speech is



• may be written, verbal or visual.

• may not always have consequences which can be directly

observed 

• inadvertently or knowingly violates the fundamental rights of 

individuals it targets such as their rights to participate in 

social or political life. 

Hate speech



• Which group or identity is in question?

• How is this group or identity approached?

• What are the possible impacts and implications

of this expression?

How can we identify hate speech?



discriminatory discourse

Hate speech

involves negative expressions,

targets,

is hostile,

spreads and legitimizes

Discriminatory discourse

may not always seem negative,

may not be targeting directly,

encourages a discriminatory 
understanding and discrimination



Which platforms do hate speech and discriminatory
discourse use?



• Use of hate speech against Syrian refugees in the press has 

become more prevalent since 2014. 

• Regardless of the current state of affairs in the country, the

‘Syrian’ identity is associated with negative events and situations.

Which identities, do you think, are targeted by hate speech?



• the issue of designation

hate speech and discriminatory discourse against Syrian refugees

• ‘us’ vs. ‘them’ 

• Syrian refugees portrayed as a social, political, economic and

security threat

• migration as a ‘crime story’

• distortions, allegations and misinformation

• pity and victimisation



the issue of designation: recognising status and rights
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‘us’ vs. ‘them’



Syrians as a social and economic ‘threat’



migration as a ‘crime story’
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distortions, allegations and misinformation

sub-heading: 

"Research revealed that Syrians cause 

unemployment and rent hikes."

content:

"On the other hand, official figures indicate that 

Syrian asylum-seekers have had little impact in 

terms of unemployment and security. Hence, it is 

possible to affirm that the perception in Turkey (…) 

stems from misunderstandings and prejudice." 



pity and victimisation



other platforms

twitter

• “All these Syrians should be abandoned on a desert island”

• “These Syrians should be immediately removed from the

sacred homeland ”

• “It’s high time to send these Syrians, who betrayed their own

country, back to where they came from” 

• “I can’t believe that Syrians are just everywhere. When are

they going to get the hell out?”

• “You see news about Syrians’ perversions everywhere.”

• “We’re sick of seeing news reports about these Syrian scums.” 

facebook



borders, refugees and asylum-seekers around the world

A research on Germany’s five popular online 

newspapers indicates that in most of the news

texts referring to ‘Turkey’ and ‘Turks’, these words

are used in conjunction with negative concepts

such as terror, prohibition, murder, problem of

integration, and laziness.

US President Donald Trump:

"Tremendous infectious disease

is pouring across the border."

UK Germany USA

"Close the borders to Muslims"



possible implications of hate speech

Armed attack targets 2 mosques in 

New Zealand leaving 49 people dead

Syrians attacked in İkitelli 
Allegations that a child has been abused led to

lynching attempts against Syrians in the İkitelli 

neighbourhood of Küçükçekmece, Istanbul

Syrian homes and
businesses
attacked in 
Kahramanmaraş

Two women targeted in an 

‘Islamophobic’ attack in U.S.

New anti-semitic attack
in New York

Far-right group in Greece threatens

to target migrants in an armed

attack



70.8 million people around the world have been forced to
flee their homes in 2018 due to natural disasters and wars.

UNHCR, Figures at a Glance, June 2019



Can hate speech and discriminatory discourse be transformed?

What can be done?



is a rights based language and understanding which

• struggles against hate speech and discrimination,

• is based on human rights and values,

• makes it possible to see, understand and give meaning to

events in a different way.

Pluralistic discourse



looking at it from a human rights perspective



correcting myths: teyit.org



building a pluralistic discourse by avoiding linking crime to an identity

The New Zealander Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, set an example for millions of people and political leaders

around the world with the inclusive approach she demonstrated towards the Muslim community in the

aftermath of an armed attack which targeted two mosques killing 50 people. 

"I would make that a global call. What New Zealand 

experienced here was violence brought against us 

by someone who grew up and learned their ideology 

somewhere else. If we want to make sure globally that 

we are a safe and tolerant and inclusive world, we cannot 

think about this in terms of boundaries. That is the kind

of leadership we want to see about this."

BBC Türkçe, 20 March 2019

Photo: euronews.com



letting the owners of the story speak and conveying their messages



• Avoid stressing or reproducing the hate speech that you reject.

• Struggle not against those who generate hate speech but rather against hate 

speech itself.

• Provide a positive alternative to and a well-thought-out explanation against 

hate speech and those who generate it.

• Avoid victimisation, this will reinforce society’s perception of those targeted 

by hate speech as victims.  

It is vitally important to protect the values and principles of 
human rights as we build a pluralistic discourse. 



• Suriyeliler, ekonomik çıkar uğruna sömürülüyor (Karabük Postası, 2 June 2017)
• 1 milyondan fazla sığınmacı kadın yok sayılıyor (Birgün, 20 November 2019)
• 21 bin 986 Suriyeli misafirimiz var (Anadolu’da Vuslat, 8 April 2017)
• Amerika'da iki kadına ‘islamofobik' saldırı (Aydınlık, 10 September 2016)
• Bu yıl 371 bin kaçak göçmen yakalandı (Sonsöz Gazetesi, 7 November 2019)
• Çocuk gelişimci ve hukukçu yorumu: Bu göç çocuklar için yeni bir travma (Bianet, 2 March

2020)
• Darpçı Suriyeliler yakalandı (Pusula Haber Konya, 10 May 2017)
• Dramın fotoğrafı (Son Kale İzmir, 10 August 2019)
• Ensar-Muhacir kardeşliğine devam (Ankara Sonsöz, 21 December 2017)
• Göçmen dernekleri: Kontrolsüz geçişler yeni ölümler demektir (Bianet, 29 February 2020)
• Göçmen polemiği büyüyor! (Yenigün, 8 November 2019)
• İkisi de baba! (Karadeniz, 14 February 2017)
• İkitelli'de Suriyelilere saldırı (Gazete Duvar, 30 June 2019)
• Kahramanmaraş'ta Suriyelilerin ev ve iş yerlerine saldırı (T24, 1 March 2020)
• Kızları taciz eden Suriyeliye dayak (Korkusuz, 23 June 2017)
• Mersin’de Suriyeli canlı bomba öldürüldü (Yurt Gazetesi, 7 September 2017)
• Mültecilerle dayanışma öyküleri (Yeni Yaşam, 1 November 2019)
• New York Şehrinde bir Antisemit Saldırı daha (Şalom, 2 January 2020)
• Savaştan kaçan Suriyelilerin yaşam mücadelesi (Adana Güney Haber, 21 December 2017)
• Sorun sadece ekonomik değil çocuklarımızın geleceği de tehlikededir! (Sansasyonel

Haber, 22 November 2018)

news reports referenced in the presentation

• Suriyeli gelin dehşeti (Star, 10 February 2017)
• Suriyeli işçilerden çocuğa işkence (Akşam, 21 April 2017)
• Suriyeli mikrobundan haberdar mısınız? (Çukurova Metropol, 25 September 2017)
• Suriyeli mülteciler için istihdam fırsatı (İzmir 9 Eylül, 8 November 2019)
• Suriyeli o katil Yunanistan’a kaçarken yakalandı (Adana Günaydın, 3 March 2017)
• Suriyeli sığınmacılar vatanlarına dönecek (Dokuz Sütun, 7 November 2019)
• Suriyeli Suriyeliyi gasp etti (Bursa Kent, 1 November 2017)
• Suriyeliler: Nefret bizi daha çok üzüyor (Evrensel, 20 June 2017)
• Suriyeliler, Türklerden rahat yaşıyor (Ankara Son Söz, 4 July 2017)
• Suriyeliler, Türkleri işinden etti (Yeniçağ, 19 September 2018)
• Suriyeliler işsizliğe neden oluyor (İzmir Yenigün, 3 October 2017)
• Suriyeliler sahte zeytinyağı üretmişler (Gaziantep 27, 15 June 2017)
• Suriyeliler yüzünden vergiler yükseliyor (Sözcü, 4 October 2017)
• Suriyelilerin vahşi cinayeti telefon sinyali ile çözüldü (Kayseri Anadolu Haber, 21 March

2017)
• Türk can Suriyeli cep derdinde (Takvim, 22 January 2019)
• Yeni Zelanda'da 2 camiye silahlı saldırı: 49 ölü (BBC Türkçe, 16 March 2019)
• Yıllar önce Yunan mültecilere giyecek dağıtan Suriyeli kadın... (Ekmek ve Gül, 14 August

2019)
• Yine bir Suriyeli gelin mağduru! (Şok, 1 November 2017)
• Yunanistan'da aşırı sağcılardan göçmenlere silahlı saldırı tehdidi (NTV, 6 February 2020)


